BIRDS AS MAN'S HELPERS
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In placing the food it is well to bear in
mind that eventually one wants all the
birds coming to one place, either at a shelf
at the window or to a place in the yard
where it will be easy to watch them. It
is well to select first the place where one
wishes them to come, whether one immedi-
ately builds the shelf or not. Then, from
this as a center, place the food along radiat-
ing lines to a considerable distance from the
house. The more pieces of suet put up,
the more quickly the birds will find it, and
the sooner they will come to the window

outer branches, by strings, small wire or
twine baskets filled with suet. These
baskets can easily be made from an ordi-
nary piece of wire, as the size and shape are
not important. Instead of using wire,
some persons prefer to use a bag knitted
from string and of such coarse mesh that
the birds can easily peck through it. A
half of a cocoanut shell makes a very satis-
factory basket.

As soon as any of the birds have been
seen eating the pieces of suet, it is time
to put up the feeding shelf. This should

'WHEN  A  FELLER  NEEDS A FRIEND
Juncos, seed-eaters, waiting to be fed during a snowstorm.

sill, for birds are ever on the alert watch-
ing their fellows as well as searching for
food on their own account. When one
bird finds the suet, the others will see him
and soon follow.

After the birds have found the suet it will
be more economical to cover it with a piece
of wire screening (one-half inch mesh)
through which the smaller birds can peck.
This precaution will keep the squirrels and
crows from imposing upon one's hospitality
and carrying the suet away in one piece.
Another method is to suspend from the

be placed at a window on the sheltered
side of the house (usually the south), pref-
erably the one nearest to a tree. If the
window sill is very broad, it will be suffi-
cient to nail a cleat along the outer edge to
keep the food from blowing off. Usually,
however, it is more satisfactory to fasten
a board, from eight to twelve inches wide,
to the sill to act as a shelf. It may be
made the entire length of the window sill
or only a part; but the larger it is, the
more birds will feed together, for our native
birds all want plenty of elbow room while